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Dear Friends:

Progress is dramatic and visible; it is also quiet yet mighty. Both are 
important. Steady work behind the scenes catalyzes the accomplishments we 
celebrate on the public stage. In turn, those accomplishments are welcomed 
by the community, inspiring continued investment and growth and the 
pursuit of bold goals. 

In 2016, thanks to the generosity of this community and the continuing evolution of 
our nonprofit, we celebrated both kinds of progress. 

In the dramatic and visible category, Rosebrough Tiger Passage exceeds all expectations. The habitat is 
a confirmation of the Zoo’s commitment to best-in-class animal care and visitor engagement. It is also 
a tribute to the generosity of Carol and Walt Rosebrough, for whom the Zoo is a family touchstone. 

Their gift ensured that Rosebrough Tiger Passage would transform the Wilderness Trek area of the 
Zoo, be completed in record time and consistently prompt such visitor comments as “Best day ever!” 
or “Will the Zoo build homes for all the animals that are like this?” Like the Zoo’s Executive Director, 
Dr. Chris Kuhar, I am heartened and inspired by these high expectations for our Zoo and the degree of 
community engagement they reflect. 

In the quiet yet mighty category, a grateful thank you to the Board of Trustees for its leadership and 
vision, and to the dedicated and mission-driven professionals who serve on the staff. Together, we 
achieved the following 2016 milestones: 

•	 Member dues totaled $3.2 million — a new record

•	 Donor contributions totaled $4.7 million in support of capital improvements, programmatic 
initiatives, special events and general operating support

•	 The Animal Care Fund, Conservation Fund and Education Fund were established for the 
long-term support of mission-critical, evergreen initiatives

•	 Ever-increasing social media engagement resulted in selling out our first young professionals 
Scavenger Hunt and members folding more than 3,000 origami elephants in the name of 
conservation

•	 Charity Navigator awarded us its top rating of 4 stars for the second year in a row

Our community is fortunate to have one of the best zoos in the country; and the Cleveland Zoological 
Society – the nonprofit advocate and partner for Cleveland Metroparks Zoo — is fortunate to enjoy 
your trust and friendship. Thank you for being part of our continuing journey. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth T. Fowler		
Executive Director		
Cleveland Zoological Society
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The core of the Zoo Society’s mission 
is to “create compelling experiences 
that connect people with wildlife.” In 
2016, there was no greater fulfillment 
of this than the June opening of 
Rosebrough Tiger Passage. 

An inspiring new space for both the 
Amur tigers and the Zoo’s guests, 
Rosebrough Tiger Passage offers 
nose-to-nose viewing and state-of-
the-art design. Guests are awed by 
the unobstructed views and excited 
by a glimpse of the majestic cats 
walking in tunnels right overhead — 
moving from one habitat to another 
or stopping to look at their visitors 
down below. 

“This exhibit is a major milestone 
in the Zoo’s master plan. The 

innovative design increases the 
size and complexity of the space 
available to the tigers while also 
providing an immersive experience 
for our guests,” said Zoo Executive 
Director Christopher Kuhar, 
Ph.D. “Rosebrough Tiger Passage 
exemplifies what we mean when we 
talk about our mission.”

The Zoo’s Amur tigers now have 
five times the space of their old 
habitat. And while square footage is 
important, of equal importance is 
spatial complexity. Rosebrough Tiger 
Passage introduces sophisticated 
animal care options that help improve 
the quality of life for the tigers, 
including interconnected yards that 
provide choice and 24/7 access to the 
outdoors. Soaking pools let the tigers 

An Impressive New Home

CREATE

“Our goal is to continuously 
improve what we offer to 
our visitors and guests.  

Rosebrough Tiger Passage is 
the latest example of that.  It 
further helps to cement our 

position as one of the leading 
zoos and park systems in  

the country,”  
 

Cleveland Metroparks  
Chief Executive Officer  

Brian Zimmerman
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By the  
Numbers

cool off in the summer heat; climbing 
poles and elevated resting areas allow 
the cats to be up high — a natural 
preference for any feline. 

Rosebrough Tiger Passage also 
presents the opportunity for the Zoo 
to communicate with guests in a 
new way. Signage and educational 
interpretives throughout the habitat 
tell the story of how scientists are 
monitoring tiger populations in the 
wild to pull this species back from 
the brink of extinction. Scientists 
estimate there are fewer than 500 
Amur tigers left in the wild.

The Cleveland Zoological Society 
committed $2.5 million toward the 
exhibit’s $4.1 million total cost. 
The habitat was the fastest design 

15,500  
Square feet of space available to 
the Amur tigers; it’s five times more 

space than the old habitat. 

24/7 
As mostly nocturnal animals, the 
tigers enjoy exploring their new 

habitats night and day.

95% 
Percentage of Amur tigers’ native 

habitat that has disappeared 
in the past 100 years. Scientists 

estimate there are fewer than 500 
tigers left in the wild.

and construction process in Zoo 
history. The speedy completion 
was significantly aided by the 
naming-level gift from Cleveland 
philanthropists Carol and Walt 
Rosebrough. Theirs was the largest 
gift ever received by the Zoo Society.

“Zoos have a very important and 
special role in a community,” said 
Walt Rosebrough. “Zoos educate 
the community about animals and 
demonstrate the importance of 
conservation. Our Zoo is not only 
giving world-class care to the 
animals we see in Cleveland, but is 
also working hard to keep animals 
thriving throughout the world.”

Carol Rosebrough cuts the ribbon at the June 2016 opening of Rosebrough Tiger Passage.



Annual Report | Pg. 6

Building a loyal base
The Zoo Society is proud to run 
the largest membership program 
in Northeast Ohio. With more than 
40,000 households, dues revenue 
totaled $3.2 million in 2016 — a 
new record. The opening of any new 
exhibit historically generates a bump 
in revenue, and Rosebrough Tiger 
Passage followed the trend. Interest 
in the innovative habitat helped 
produce a strong spring membership 
drive that was followed by a near-
record fourth quarter holiday 
membership push.

Members visit often, making up 
approximately 30% of the Zoo’s total 

visitors; 250,000 Northeast Ohio 
residents are covered by a membership.

Well beyond the numbers, however, 
there is significant, meaningful 
impact in connecting tens of 
thousands of people to the Zoo  
each year. 

The membership program consistently 
achieves high visitor satisfaction 
ratings, and 60% of families renew 
year after year. Members are active 
socially and engaged publicly, 
connecting strongly with the animals 
in Cleveland and the call to secure a 
future for wildlife around the world. 

According to a Cleveland Metroparks 
2016 Zoo Visitor Survey, members 
were significantly more likely to 
recall hearing messages about the 
Zoo’s conservation program: 66%  
of members compared to 50% of 
non-members. 

The Zoo Society is continuously 
trying to connect with new audiences, 
too, to deepen the membership 
base and raise awareness of Zoo 
programming and Zoo Society events. 
Ambassadors Circle debuted in 2016 
as a way to connect Cleveland’s 
growing and vibrant young 
professional population with the 

CONNECT



 ClevelandZooSociety.org | Pg. 7

Zoo.  This group provides members 
opportunities for professional 
development, networking, and 
exclusive programming, all with a 
focus on extending the Zoo’s mission 
and growing its audience.

An inaugural Ambassadors Circle 
Scavenger Hunt brought 250 
young professionals to the Zoo in 
late August, many nonmembers 
and first-time eventgoers. These 
spirited and curious attendees used 
teamwork and smartphones to 
race through the Zoo, answering 
questions on an app and competing 
for prizes such as most social 

media posts and best team spirit.

Other ticketed events brought in 
$1 million for Zoo programming. 
The Zoo Society’s two signature 
events — Twilight at the Zoo 
and ZippityZooDoo — both had 
a strong year, exceeding revenue 
expectations. Twilight’s highest 
gross revenue to date was in 
2016, bolstered by a generous 
sponsorship by Medical Mutual. 
Date Night at the Zoovies, 
sponsored by Cleveland Airport 
System, sold out in under an hour, 
and the 12th annual David Steffee 
Address in Veterinary Medicine 
drew ZooKeepers Circle members 
and young professionals to learn 
about the advancements in animal 
welfare and health.

“It was wonderful working 
with the Cleveland Zoological 
Society staff on making Date 
Night at the ZOOvies another 
successful event,” said Jacqueline 
Muhammad of Cleveland Airport 
System. “The Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport supports 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
because it is another valued public 
institution in the City of Cleveland. 
The Zoo is a true asset and we 
appreciate their commitment to 
the residents of Cleveland.”

80 
Net promoter score of the young 
professionals Scavenger Hunt. A 
net promoter score is a ranking 
that measures the willingness 
of customers to recommend a 

company's products or services to 
others. The highest rating is 100.

58%
Percentage of members  

who have children named on  
their membership. The Zoo is a 
family friendly destination and 

open 363 days a year. 

7,520
Number of people who attended 
Twilight at the Zoo presented by 

Medical Mutual. Twilight is the Zoo 
Society’s largest event, by number 

of people who attend and revenue 
raised for the Zoo.

By the  
Numbers
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Your Zoo. Your Legacy.

INSPIRE

Since 1882, the Zoo has evolved from 
a source of community pride to a 
conservation agency with worldwide 
influence. Today the Zoo is the 
largest provider of informal science 
education in the region, a leader in 
animal welfare standards and an 
invaluable partner in the global effort 
to secure a future for wildlife. 

The Zoo Society has an excellent track 
record of funding innovative and 
mission-critical initiatives at the Zoo 
that have supported this substantial 
evolution, including: 

•	 generous scholarships for 
Northeast Ohio students and 
teachers

•	 research to benefit entire 
populations of animals in zoos 
and in the wild

•	 plans to protect species in the 
wild through high-impact 
conservation partnerships 

To ensure the long-term vitality of 
these “evergreen” programs, in 2016 
the Cleveland Zoological Society Board 

of Trustees established the following 
three Named and Endowed Funds: the 
Education Fund, Animal Care Fund, 
and Conservation Fund. 

These funds are invested at Vanguard 
alongside the ZooFutures Board-
Designated Fund, established in 
1998 thanks to a generous bequest 
from Helen E. Brown. In recent 
years, through market gains and 
the addition of gifts — primarily 
bequests — long-term assets held by 
the Cleveland Zoological Society have 
increased to $5 million. 

The influence of endowed funds 
on organizational excellence is 
clear. These special funds help 
underwrite groundbreaking research 



 ClevelandZooSociety.org | Pg. 9

$6.5 million
Since 1998, Zoo Society donors 
have provided $6.5 million for 

international conservation 
efforts. In 2016, the Zoo Society 

provided $450,000 to the Zoo for 
its emerging Future for Wildlife 
conservation programming. 

$1.5 million
The David Steffee Fund is a $1.5 
million commitment held for the 

Cleveland Zoological Society 
at the Cleveland Foundation. 
This transformational gift was 

received on the eve of the 
opening of the Sarah Allison 
Steffee Center for Zoological 

Medicine and, to this day, 
inspires excellence in veterinary 

medicine. Life Trustee and 
generous donor Billie H. Steffee 

passed away in 2016.
.

$350,000
The Zoo Society provides 

$350,000 annually to support 
Zoo education programming. 
With dozens of conservation 
education programs, from 

preschool to post-grad, the Zoo 
is the region’s leader in informal 

science education. 

Portfolio Value - Long Term Assets

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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and facilitate best practices in 
veterinary medicine, animal care, 
wildlife conservation, education 
and community engagement. 

Generous, informed donors 
appreciate the opportunity 
that endowments provide for 
focused, long-term investment 
in enterprises they most value 
at the Zoo.  Named endowments 
leave a lasting legacy for the donor 
and ensure that the Zoo and the 
community it serves will continue 
to thrive for generations to come.

In 2016, the Zoo Society was once 
again awarded a 4-star rating 
from Charity Navigator, America’s 
largest independent evaluator 

of charities. This is the highest 
possible ranking and recognizes 
the Zoo Society’s commitment to 
accountability and transparency, a 
key component of success in donor 
relations and fund management. 

By the  
Numbers
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
December 31, 2016 and 2015

Assets 2016 2015
Current Assets $2,096,231  $2,214,885 
Office Equipment at cost, less accumulated depreciation  182,948  196,332 
Long-term Assets  13,135,475 13,046,460 

Total Assets $15,414,654 $15,457,677 

Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts Payable and accrued expenses  $128,688  $210,468 
Funds held for others  7,469  7,611 
Amounts due to Cleveland Metropolitan Park District
                     Operating Agreement  103,808  90,187 
                     Rosebrough Tiger Passage  -  1,250,000 

   Hay Barn  840,000  - 
   Comprehensive Campaign  33,938  - 

Liability under split interest agreements 131,476 83,789 
Total Liabilities  1,245,379  1,642,055 

Net Assets
Unrestricted
     Undesignated  602,288  473,894 
     Board-designated  9,705,458  9,802,755 
          Total unrestricted  10,307,746  10,276,649 
Temporarily Restricted  2,949,660  2,966,115 
Permanently Restricted  911,869  572,858 

Total Net Assets  14,169,275  13,815,622 

          Total Liabilities and Net Assets $15,414,654 $15,457,677 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the years ended December 31, 2016 and 2015
Support, Revenue and Gains 2016 2015

Memberships  $3,231,477  $3,004,224 
Individuals, corporations and foundations  1,744,354  2,696,242 
Comprehensive campaigns  1,501,031  3,979,205 
Special events  1,369,471  1,218,273 
    Less: Direct benefit to donor cost  (526,612)  (448,796)
Investment Income  917,097  (92,100)
Change in value of split interest trust agreements 51,685 (74,325)
    Total Support and Revenue 8,288,503 10,282,723 

Expenses
Program Services including Cleveland Metropolitan Park District  5,492,852  7,421,153 
Management and General  473,457  515,895 
Fundraising 1,968,541 2,115,921 
    Total Expenses 7,934,850 10,052,969 
    Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets  353,653  678,550 

Net assets at beginning of year 13,815,622 13,137,072 
Net assets at end of year $14,169,275 $13,815,622 

Financial Highlights

Total ZooFutures fund  
growth from market gains 

and new donations

77%
Percentage of gifts given 

by individuals in 2016; 
the remaining 23% is 

corporation, foundation 
and government support

73%
Percentage of total 
expenses allocated 
to program services, 

including animal care, 
education, conservation, 

capital improvements and 
community outreach

Membership total for 
2016; a record year for 

Northeast Ohio’s largest 
membership program

$3.2 million

17%



 ClevelandZooSociety.org | Pg. 11

Carol Anton 
Scott T. Berlin
Muffy Boland
Marilyn K. Brown*
Amy Casner
George S. Coakley*
Diane Downing
Jim Even
Sally Everett*
Robert U. Fein
Tom Fistek
Gregory D. Friedman*
Carol B. Hall*
Eric S. Hall
Lawrence H. Hatch
Nicole T. Hilbert
Jessica M. Jung
Bernard L. Karr
Thomas N. Littman
Matthew P. LoPiccolo
Joseph J. Mahovlic*
Randall E. Marcus, M.D.
Hugh E. McKay
Sally Messinger
Elise S. Miller
Al Mistysyn
Ki Mixon
Greg Mulach
Patrick S. Mullin*
Gregg G. Muresan
Christine Myeroff
Brian O’Neill
Shelly Peet
Anthony R. Petruzzi
Michelle Pierre-Farid
Allyn Pytel
Robert J Rogers*
Jay Rosenbaum*
John E. Rupert*
Mary Kay Schneider
Robert E. Soroka
Ethan Spencer
Lauren B. Spilman*
Ms. Nancy J. Tanis*
Thomas N. Tyrrell
Iris J. Vail*
Michael D. Vaughn
Tom Waltermire
Susan M. Zanetti

Elizabeth T. Fowler**  
Cleveland Zoological Society  
Executive Director

Christopher Kuhar, Ph.D.**  
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo  
Executive Director

*Life Trustee
**Ex-officio

OFFICERS 

James L. Francis 
President

Tom Leiden 
Vice President

Margaret Ratner 
Vice President

Lisa M. Hunt 
Treasurer

Loree W. Connors 
Secretary

Robert S. Reitman* 
Chairman Emeritus

Virginia D. Benjamin, 
Immediate Past President

Board of Trustees — 2016

Management  
Team
Elizabeth T. Fowler 
	 Executive Director 

Sarah Crupi 
	 Manager of External Relations

Kimberly Epley, Ph.D. 
	 Director of Development

Mary McMillan 
	 Director of Finance & Operations

Zoo Education Specialist Jim Nemet and  
Zoo Society Board President Jim Francis.

(L. to R.) Zoo Education Specialist Jim Nemet 
and trustee Muffy Boland with new trustees Carol 
Anton, Larry Hatch, and Bernie Karr.

(L. to R.) Trustee Tony Petruzzi and his wife Colleen 
with friends at Twilight at the Zoo, presented by 
Medical Mutual.

Trustee Tom Leiden with his wife Kathy.

Zoo Executive Director Christopher Kuhar, Ph.D., 
with Cleveland Browns’ Joe Thomas

Photos courtesy of Dale McDonald and  
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.
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$50,000+ 
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Swagelok Co.

$20,000+ 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Belkin
The Boston Beer Company
Tom and Kathy Leiden
Karen* and Alan Wilber

$15,000+ 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Fowler
Carol and Graham Hall
Hyland, creator of OnBase
Creighton B. Murch 
	 and Janice Smith Murch
Wild Republic

$10,000+
ARAMARK
Cleveland Airport System
Mr. Karl S. Duerr
The Lubrizol Corporation
Dr. Elizabeth P. Macintyre 
	 and Dr. Joseph A. Sopko
McGean
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G. NeCastro
Nordson Corporation
Carol and Walt Rosebrough
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Spilman
Stroud Family Exempt Trust II
Mrs. Jeanne D. Tyler
Mr. Angelo W. Vogrig

$5,000+ 
Anonymous (2)
Dr. Rachel W. Abernethy
The Ruth and Elmer  
	 Babin Foundation
The George W. Codrington 		
Charitable Foundation
Cohen & Company
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Connors
William E. and Mary F. Conway  
	 Donor Advised Fund of The 		
	 Cleveland Foundation
Ms. Laura A. Davis
Dollar Bank
Eaton Corporation
Ernst & Young LLP
Findley Davies, Inc.
First National Bank
Forest City Realty Trust
Glenmede Trust Company

The Cleveland Zoological Society is 
proud to recognize annual donors 

whose generous contributions help to 
make Cleveland Metroparks Zoo one of 

the best in the country. Thank You!

Mr. Larry A. Gogolick
Mr. Albert A. Hanes 
	 and Mr. Robert E. Hanes
Huntington National Bank
The Jochum-Moll Foundation
Ms. Colleen T. Kipfstuhl
The Stephen and Joanne 
	 Kirk Foundation
The Edward A. and Catherine 		
	 L. Lozick Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Scot D. Miller
Ms. Michelle M. Orenick
Parker Hannifin Corporation
Ms. Sarah M. Rayburn
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Schoff
The Sherwin-Williams Company
Tucker Ellis LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Seth White
Richard and Mary Lynn Wills
Dr. Dawn Zacharias
Kay Zielazienski 

$2,500+ 
Anonymous
American Greetings
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon A. Anhold
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. Anton
Bank of America
Dr. Kimberly Bates 
	 and Dr. Craig G. Bates
Ms. Vanessa M. Behrend 
	 and Mr. Robert J. Ellis, Jr.
Ms. Virginia D. Benjamin 
	 and Mr. Philip L. Woodcock
Mr. Charles E. Bergstresser 
	 and Mr. Brandon Bergstresser
Mr. and Mrs. William H. 		
	 Bostelman, Jr.
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
Cleveland Monsters 
	 and Cleveland Gladiators
Mr. Jeffrey L. Contini
Mrs. Rachel DePolo
Dominion Resources Services, Inc.
Duvin Family Philanthropic Fund 
	 of the Jewish Federation  
	 of Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Troy L. Ferber
Fifth Third Bank
FirstMerit Bank 
The Harry K. and Emma R. Fox 
	 Charitable Foundation
Jim and Linda Francis

Mrs. John R. Fraylick
GE Foundation
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP
Mr. Robert M. Hahn  
	 and Ms. Joan O’Malley
Ms. Nancy Hancock Griffith
Mrs. Nancy J. Hansen
The Harrington Family Foundation
The William E. Harris Family Fund 	
	 at The Cleveland Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Hatch
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy S. Hilton
IntelliNet Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Jaroszewski
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Ms. J J Jursik
Bernie and Nancy Karr
KeyBank
KPMG LLP
Ms. Karen Kupchik 
Ms. Marian Lanchman 
	 and Ms. Marge Gibson
Mr. Timothy M. Lavelle
Ms. Deborah C. Leitch
Mrs. Elizabeth R. MacGowen
Mr. and Mrs. John Magana
Mr. and Mrs. Scott E. Mawaka
Mr. Bob Merckle
Mr. and Mrs. Allen J. Mistysyn
Mr. and Mrs. Ki Mixon
Dan T. Moore Companies
The Franklin H. and Nancy S. 		
	 Moore Foundation 
Mr. Gary M. Novotny
Mr. Steele Nowlin 
	 and Ms. Chris Jayjack
Ms. Christine Obertanec
Ohio Savings Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Brian M. O’Neill
Oswald Companies
Panzica Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Pascoe
Ms. Shelly M. Peet 
	 and Mr. Robert R. Martinko
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Petruzzi
PNC
Progressive Co.
PwC
Mr. and Mrs. Allyn J. Pytel
The Jonathan and Meg Ratner 		
Philanthropic Fund of the 
	 Jewish Federation 	of Cleveland
Dr. and Mrs. Brad J. Richmond
RNDC General, LLC
RPM International Inc.
Mr. William S. Sanders 
	 and Mrs. Sheila Sanders
Kenneth W. Scott Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Seitz
Ms. Rosemary Selepena
The John Sherwin Family Fund 	
	 of The Cleveland Foundation
Ms. Winifred Shima
ShurTech Brands, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Sieck
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Smrekar
Ms. Ann Snyder
Mr. Paul W. Springer 
	 and Mrs. Kelly Hopkins
Edward R. and Jean Geis 
	 Stell Foundation
The Helen and Louis Stolier 		
	 Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Suerth
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Sullivan, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Tanis
Steve and Sarah Taylor
Mr. Edward Thomas
Mr. Charles W. Thomasson
John and Dorothy Tomsic
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Tyrrell
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. H. Vail
Vitamix
Ms. Margaret Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Waltermire
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred E. Werman
WEST Forwarding Services 
Ms. Kirsten West 
	 and Mr. Brian Barthelman
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Woodcock
Ms. Susan M. Zanetti 
	 and Dr. Christine Zirafi
Mrs. Martha Zlotnik 
	 and Mr. Oscar Berman
Julius Zorn, Inc.

$1,000+ 
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Abood
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Ahlgren
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Anderson
Dr. Ingrid M. Anderson, M.D. 		
and Dr. Andrew M. Bauer, M.D.
Mr. Thomas Anderson
Ms. Sheri Andrasko 
	 and Ms. Jen Andrasko
Dr. Nancy J. Arndt 
	 and Mr. Andrew Houghton
Mr. James A. Attwood, Jr. 
	 and Ms. Leslie K. Williams
Ms. Sheila G. Bair 
	 and Mr. Michael T. Kosh
Ms. Camelina Barbera
Mr. Samuel R. Belkin
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Benedejcic
Ms. Ginny Bertram
Mr. William P. Blair
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Blumer
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Boland
Mrs. Jack L. Brown
Ms. Lisa Brown
Mr. Maurice Burch 
	 and Mrs. Pamela Burch
Dr. John F. Burke, Jr.  
	 and The Honorable Nancy A. Fuerst
Mr. Ross H. Bushman 
	 and Mrs. Meggan Sherlock
Mr. Gerald F. Cannon 
	 and Mr. Fred Bamberger
Mrs. Susan J. Cannon 
	 and Mr. David Cannon
Dane and Dottie Carney
Ms. Amy Casner
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Cohara
Ms. Nan Cohen 
	 and Mr. Daniel Abrams
Mrs. Cecile M. Coleman 
	 and Ms. Jane F. Marek
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas O. Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Scott A. Covell
Mrs. Ellen June Cowher
Mrs. Margaret D. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Debevec, 
	 Trustee of The Frances and 
	 James S. Lausche Foundation
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Dr. and Mrs. Walter H. Dimling
Mr. and Mrs. George Dise
Ms. Carol H. Donaldson
Mr. Michael W. Dvoroznak 
	 and Ms. Terri Peterson
Jane and Thomas Elias
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Evans
Dennis and Michelle Farmer
Ms. Nancy A. Fedak
Mr. and Mrs. Umberto P. Fedeli
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Feighan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert U. Fein
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Fistek
Dr. and Mrs. William E. Forsythe
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory D. Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Gargasz
Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Gates
Mr. Bruce E. Gaynor 
	 and Ms. Patricia J. O’Donnell
Ms. Anne E. Geary 
	 and Ms. Nancy Dobras
Dr. Joseph Golob  
	 and Dr. Michele Golob
Mr. Tony Goolsby
Mr. and Mrs. David Grubb
Mr. and Mrs. Eric S. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Hargett
Mr. and Mrs. Darren Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Hartwell
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Harvey
Dr. Paul A. Hechko 
	 and Dr. Jennifer Hechko
Eve Higgins
Nicole and Stephen Hilbert
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Holzheimer
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Hooven
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hunt
Dr. and Mrs. Mark A. Iacobelli
Ms. Karen Ihms
Ken and Patti Jacko
Mr. Richard J. Jeschelnig 
	 and Ms. Michelle Shan
Peter and Leslie Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Cristian Jung
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Kachmarik
Mr. Ray Kaliszewski  
	 and Mrs. Carol Leahey
Ms. Janet A. Kappus
Dr. Thomas S. Kelly, D.D.S.
The Kendis Family Trust, 
	 Hilary and Robert Kendis, 		
	 Susan and James Kendis
Mrs. Sandra Kess and Mr. Taylor Kess
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kilmer
Ms. Susan King
Mr. and Mrs. James Kipfstuhl
Mrs. Mary A. Klag
Dan and Carol Klimas
Ms. Josephine J. Kobus
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart A. Kohl
Dr. and Mrs. Dave C. Koncal
Mr. and Mrs. Scott E. Kreidler
Mr. Phillip J. Krell 
	 and Mrs. Linda J. Krell
Mr. and Mrs. Ron M. Krisher
Mr. William B. La Place
Mr. and Mrs. Dan LaBahn
Mr. and Mrs. John Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Tom H. Lang
Mr. and Mrs. E. Gary Laughlin

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Lavelle
Mr. Jonathan Leebow
Mr. and Mrs. Jess E. Levine
Kim and Tom Littman
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew P. LoPiccolo
Jacalyn and Chuck Lurie
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Mahovlic
Rita and Charles Maimbourg
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Makowski
Mrs. Carlos A. Maldonado
Mr. Matthew Mallchok 
	 and Mrs. Theresa Balint
Dr. and Mrs. Randall E. Marcus
Mr. Robert J. Marok 
	 and Ms. Bridget Assing Marok
Ms. Jane Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley D. Mateo
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Matthews
Jim and Kathe Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Maynard
Mr. and Mrs. Blane McCoy
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis McEwan
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh E. McKay
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Messina
Don and Sally Messinger
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Mixon III
Ms. Victoria R. Moorehead
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Mosher
Mr. and Mrs. Greg P. Mulach
Ms. Sharon Mulligan
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick S. Mullin
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg G. Muresan
Ms. Susan B. Murphy
Dr. and Mrs. George F. Muschler
Randy and Christine Myeroff
Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney L. Naro
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Nicholas
Mr. Russell Oates
Mrs. Barbara B. O’Connor 
	 and Mr. Kevin O’Connor
Mr. Brian E. O’Donnell, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Olexa
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Ollinger
Mr. Richard D. Orr
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Osicka
Mr. and Mrs. Jon H. Outcalt, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Parish
Ms. Shirley M. Pasholk
Mr. and Mrs. George Perlic
Dr. Julian L. Peskin, M.D. 
	 and Mrs. Anne Mulholland
David and Margo Petlowany
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Petruziello
Ms. Charlene Phelps 
	 and Ms. Nancy A. Gorenshek
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Pollack
Mrs. Marsha Price
Linda and Victor Prosak
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Pumphrey
Pysht Fund
Ms. Marie A. Quintana 
	 and Mr. Robert B. Sikora
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Rebar
Mrs. Mary S. Reed
Mr. Philip L. Resler 
	 and Ms. Jacqueline Merker
Mr. Karl B. Ress and Ms. Mary Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Rogers

Ms. Karen K. Rohde 
	 and Mr. Don W. Rohde
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob I. Rosenbaum
Mrs. Marianne S. Roush 
	 and Mr. Brandon T. Roush
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Ruhlman
Mrs. Leanne Scharf 
	 and Ms. Janelle Schmidt
Ms. Mary Kay Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley K. Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Kim S. Schrock
Sally and Larry Sears
Mrs. Carolyn P. Seelbach
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Seelbach
Ms. Jodi Shankweiler
Dr. Eric J. Shapiro 
	 and Dr. Jane R. Buder-Shapiro
Jackie and Chuck Simon
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Skernivitz
Ms. Shawna L. Skinner
Mr. David Smith
Mr. Glenn Smith and Ms. Lori Smith
Mrs. Teresa Smith and Ms. Jen Iacco
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Soroka
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan E. Spencer
The Billie Howland Steffee  
	 Family Fund of  
	 The Cleveland Foundation 
Mrs. Nancy Stegens
Mr. Carl Steinhoff 
	 and Ms. Stephanie Berning
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Taylor
Mr. Arthur L. Thomas
Donna Zapis Thomas
August L. and Shirley J. Tischer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vagi
Mike and Leisha* Vaughn
The Veres Family Fund of 
	 The Cleveland Foundation
Mr. John A. Veverka 
	 and Ms. Lisa Lieben
Robert and Diane Walcott
Mr. Thomas J. Webster
Mr. Morton J. Weisberg

Mr. and Mrs. Luke Weiss
Mrs. Robert York White
Mr. Daniel Wilson 
	 and Ms. Lisa Kucharski
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Wohlfeiler
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Wright II
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Yanowitz
Mr. Norman J. Young

In-kind Contributions
Clear Channel 
	 Communications, Inc
Cleveland Magazine
Nesnadny + Schwartz
Rapid Mailing Services
Watt Printers
WKRK 92.3 Radio
WNCX 98.5
WQAL 104.1

Special Gifts
$2,000,000+
Carol and Walt Rosebrough

$500,000+
CPB Foundation,  
	 Susie Konkel, Trustee
Estate of Mildred S. Foster
Daniel Maltz, The Milton and 
	 Tamar Maltz Family Foundation

$200,000+
William E. and Mary F. Conway  
	 Donor Advised Fund of  
	 The Cleveland Foundation
Jim and Linda Francis
The Beverly Stadler 	Harris Fund
Leiden Conservation Foundation
State of Ohio

Dottie O’Neill Donahey and daughter Katy Marcus 
worked with artist B.J. Martin to guide the creation of 
a near life-size young giraffe sculpture, “Msabu”. Their 
goal was to ensure all guests could enjoy a close-up 
experience. Msabu rapidly became one of the top photo 
ops and is popular with all ages.
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$100,000+
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. Anton
GiGi Benjamin and Phil Woodcock
Muffy and Jim Boland
The Louise H. and 
	 David S. Ingalls Foundation, Inc.
KeyBank
C.R. “Bud” Lezius*
Meg and Jon Ratner
Robert S. and Sylvia K. Reitman 
	 Family Foundation
Mrs. Margaret Scott
Mike and Leisha* Vaughn
Katie and Don Woodcock

$50,000+
Dottie O’Neill Donahey  
	 and Dr. and Mrs. Randall E. Marcus
Kristen and Tom Fistek 
	 and the Conway Family Foundation
The Grasselli Foundation 
	 (Tom, Liz, and Mary Fowler)
Leigh and Eric Hall
Tom and Lisa Hunt
The Lubrizol Corporation
Mr. Allen J. Mistysyn, 
	 In Memory of  
	 Harry M. Mistysyn, Sr.
Ki and Tasha Mixon
Shelly Peet and Rob Martinko
The David Steffee Chair of 
	 Veterinary Medicine Gift Fund 	
	 of The Cleveland Foundation
Thomas V.H. and Iris J. Vail
Kay Zielazienski
Frann R. Zverina

$20,000+
Anonymous
Arconic 
Annie and Mike Belkin
Disney Worldwide Services
Dominion
Eaton Corporation
The Char and Chuck Fowler 
	 Family Foundation
Carol and Graham Hall
Nicole and Stephen Hilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard L. Karr

Margot Marsh 
	 Biodiversity Foundation
Don* and Eileen Morrison
Estate of Florence I. Mortus
The Nord Family Foundation
Nordson Corporation
Cheryl and Brian O’Neill
Parker Hannifin Corporation
PNC
Mr. and Mrs. Allyn J. Pytel
Almera Biddulph Reitz Foundation
Joseph W. Rog, Sr.
Mary Kay Schneider
The Fred E. Scholl 
	 Charitable Foundation
Michael Talty and Helen Talty 
	 Charitable Trust
The Treu-Mart Fund, 
	 a supporting organization of 	
	 The Cleveland Foundation 		
	 and the Jewish Federation 
	 of Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Tricarichi
Tom and Shirley Waltermire

$15,000+
Anonymous
The Berlin Family
Loree and Kevin Connors
James and Susette Even
Diane and Matthew LoPiccolo
Malone University
Scot and Elise Miller

$10,000+
Anonymous
AAA East Central
The Abington Foundation
Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Bank of America
Dane and Dottie Carney
Amy J. Casner, Eleanor 
	 and Audrey James
Cohen Community Foundation
Robert and Karen Fein
Joy M. Freda
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Albert A. and Robert E. Hanes

The William E. Harris 
	 Family Fund at 
	 The Cleveland Foundation
Jessica and Cristian Jung
Kim and Tom Littman
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Mahovlic
McGraw-Hill
Gregg and Deanna Muresan
Randy and Chris Myeroff
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation
James Parish Family
Dr. Michelle Pierre-Farid 
	 and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob I. Rosenbaum
The Sherwin-Williams Company
Ethan and Elizabeth Spencer
Third Federal Savings & Loan
Robert Xenophon Thomas
Alfred and Caryn Werman
Seth and Michele White

$5,000+
The Bicknell Fund
Diane Downing and Tom Corrigan
The Hankins Foundation
Knoxville Zoological Gardens
The Laub Foundation
Hugh and Sue McKay
The Edwin D. Northrup II Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Petruzzi
PPG Industries Foundation
Jack Rupert
Mr. and Mrs. David Sangree
Albert G. and Olive H. 
	 Schlink Foundation
Roger J. and Madeline L. Traynor 
	 Family Foundation
Triple T Foundation
Estate of Lillian C. Wilson

$2,500+
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory D. Friedman
Estate of Charles and Louise Mandt
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Mulach

ZooFutures Legacy Society
Anonymous (3)
Ms. Mollie E. Alstott
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence A. Bartell
Ms. Ginny Bertram
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas O. Cooper
Jim* and Ellen June Cowher
Mr.* and Mrs. Gail F. Davies
Mr.* and Mrs. Charles R. Emrick, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Fowler
Jim and Linda Francis
Mr. Larry A. Gogolick
Carol B. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth G. Jacko
Mrs. Burton Jenne
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Leiden
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Miller
Mr. Steele Nowlin 
	 and Ms. Chris Jayjack
Estate of Ruth Lund Ostrom
Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Rispoli
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob I. Rosenbaum
The Charles W. Saunders 
	 Charitable Trust
The Vivian H. Schulze Trust
Steve and Sarah Taylor
Mr. Arthur L. Thomas
Tom and Diane Tyrrell
Charles and Mary Whitmer
Katie and Donald Woodcock
Kay Zielazienski

*  Deceased

This list represents individual cumulative 
giving of $1,000+ and organizational 
cumulative giving of $2,500+ between 
January 1, 2016 and December 31, 2016; 
and campaign gifts since inception of 
$2,500 and more. The contributions 
supported a variety of Cleveland 
Zoological Society initiatives. To provide 
updated information or to make a gift, 
please call (216) 661-6500 or email 

Info@ClevelandZooSociety.org.

Construction began on a hay barn, to be completed in 
2017. This vital facility for quality hay at the right price is 
completely funded by Zoo Society donors and a draw 
down from the Sustaining Fund. 

Now in its second year, giraffe feeding at the Ben Gogolick 
Giraffe Encounter produces $235,000 in earned revenue 
for the Zoo, and 83% of visitors report being “extremely 
satisfied” with their experience - the highest satisfaction 
rating of all the Zoo’s attractions. Larry Gogolick, a 
member and Zoo Society donor since 2003, dedicated 
the area to his late father in 2015. 



The Cleveland Zoological Society and  
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo share a joint mission:  
We create compelling experiences that connect 

people with wildlife and inspire personal 
responsibility for conserving the natural world.
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